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JILL WALSON HAS BEEN NAMED 
NEW DIRECTOR OF CLINICS FOR 
THE SPEECH PATHOLOGY GROUP 

 
Walnut Creek, 
CA 

Jill Walson MS, 
CCC-SLP, has been 
named Director of 
Clinics of The Speech 
Pathology Group 
(SPG), one of 
California’s leading 
providers of speech therapy services, according to 
SPG Director, Susan Stark. 

 A 13-year veteran of The Speech Pathology 
Group, Walson’s wide range of clinical expertise 
together with her collaborative approach are a 
perfect match for the clinics according to Stark.  “Jill 
brings the perfect combination of experience, 
leadership and genuine care for her patients to the 
position,” Stark said.  “It’s rare to find someone so 
compassionate and talented at direct contact with 
clients and their families complimented by senior-
level managerial, operational and administrative 
experience.  We couldn’t be more happy for Jill.” 

Walson has worked in a variety of settings with 
various populations including hospitals, schools, early 
intervention, community-based programs, home visits 
and clinic services. Prior to being named Director of 
Clinics, Walson previously served as a SLP and EI 
clinical Manager. Prior to joining SPG she was with 
Mills Peninsula Hospital, a Sutter Hospital affiliate. 

As Director of Clinics Walson is responsible for SLP 
consultations, assessments and therapy, staffing and  
training, program development, clinic operations,  

 
marketing, contract management and family 
collaboration. 

 Established in 1993, SPG is a leading provider of 
speech and language services in California schools, 
clinics and EI settings. In addition to providing 
contract services for school districts throughout 
California, SPG operates clinics in Walnut Creek, 
Concord, Berkeley, East County and coming soon to 
San Ramon. Individual and group therapy includes 
early intervention/preschool, school age, adolescents 
and adult populations. Additionally SPG provides 
programs geared toward professional/family 
collaborations and support services for the 
community. For more information contact SPG  
at 925-945-1474 or visit online at 
www.speechpath.com. 

 
EARLY INTERVENTION   
Emily DeRoos, MS CCC-SLP  

 
Have you seen the new Identify the Signs 

commercials?  The American Speech-Language  
Hearing Association (ASHA) recently launched a 
campaign to educate the public on the early warning 
signs of communication disorders and how to seek  
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HAVE YOU HEARD? 

Lionel Logue, the Australian speech therapist 
brought to fame for his treatment of King 
George IV's stammer in the 1920's (and again in 
2010 by the film The King's Speech), was 
previously employed treating Australian veterans 
who demonstrated speech impairments related 
to shell-shock.   
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help for young children.   
Commercials air in English 
and Spanish on both 
television and radio.  See 
if you can catch one!  
You’ll know by the 
adorable toddler with a 
voice over telling  

his parents he doesn’t know how to respond when 
they urge him to say “mama” and “dada.”  To watch 
online, or learn more about the campaign, visit 
http://identifythesigns.org/campaign/.   

The Identify the Signs campaign reminds us 
that a referral to speech-language pathologist is 
recommended when the following warning signs are 
observed in a young child: 

• Does not smile or interact with others (birth 
and older) 

• Does not babble (4-7 months) 
• Makes only a few sounds or gestures, like 

pointing (7-12 months) 
• Does not understand what others say (7 

months-2 years) 
• Says only a few words (12-18 months) 
• Words are not easily understood (18 months-2 

years) 
• Does not put words together to make 

sentences (1.5-3 years) 
• Has trouble playing and talking with other 

children (2-3 years) 
• Has trouble with early reading and writing 

skills (2.5-3 years) 
 

 

SCHOOL CORNER  
Emily DeRoos, MS CCC-SLP 

 
Fewer than 1% of school age children have the 

anxiety disorder Selective Mutism, which is a failure 
to talk in specific social settings (such as at school), 
despite the ability to speak appropriately in other 
settings, such as the home. .  However, among 
children with other speech or language delays, the  
 

incidence is much higher.  This treatable condition 
usually shows signs before the age of 5 but often 
becomes the most noticeable when a child begins 
school and does not speak with select individuals or in 
select settings (like the classroom), for over a month.   
Parents may initially seek the help of teachers, school 
administrators, pediatricians, counselors, and 
psychiatrists.  A speech-language pathologist plays a 
crucial role in both making an accurate diagnosis and 
providing on-going treatment, and should help rule-
out any other co-existing speech/language 
impairment.  Visit 
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/disorders/ 
selectivemutism/ for more information on Selective 
Mutism as well as The Selective Mutism Group at 
www.selectivemutism.org.  
 

 

ADULT TREATMENT   
Emily DeRoos MS CCC-SLP 

 
Accents, 

whether 
regional 
(think Texas 
vs. New York) 
or foreign, 
can be a 
great source 
of pride for 
many people.   
Having an 
accent may 
also contribute to difficulty with communication.  
Listeners may tend to focus more on the accent than 
on the speaker’s message, or ask the speaker to 
repeat things, which can be frustrating.  Luckily, non-
native English speakers, people who want to reduce 
their regional accent, or even actors who need to 
learn a new accent for a role in a performance can 
seek accent modification therapy provided by a 
speech-language pathologist.  To read about one 
individual’s experience with crafting his own accent 
and how it impacted his sense of identity, visit 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/codeswitch/2014/07/31/3
36380977/breaking-out-the-broken-english.  


